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KGB defector recants,
ees to Soviet Embassy

Nancy J. Schwerzler
;'ngemonA. Gi
Washington Buresu of The Sun

WASHINGTON — Vitaly Yur-
chenko. a high-ranking KGB officer
pictured as a prized defector to
‘Washington, turned up at the Soviet
Embassy here yesterday and ac-
cused the United States of abducting
him, holding him against his will
and offering 81 million for his coop-
eration.

“On a business trip to Italy, | was
forcibly abducted,” Mr. Yurchenko
said at an news con-
ference at the embassy. “I was forced
to take some drugs and denied the
opportunity to get in touch with offi-
cial Soviet representatives.”

He said he was able to “break out
to freedom™ Saturday when supervi-
sion over him was relaxed. He said
that his time in the United States
was “three horrible months for me"
and that he now only wished to be
among family and friends.

Mr. Yurchenko's return to Soviet
control and his accusations dumb-
founded official Washington.

The State Department hurriedly
issued a statement denouncing Mr.
Yurchenko's allegations as “com-
pletely false and without founda-
tion.”

Charies Redman, departmental
spokesman, asserted that Mr. Yur-
chenko “defected of his own volition”
to the U.S. Embassy in Rome on
Aug. 1.

Mr. Yurchenko, 50, said he had
not cooperated with U.S. authorities,
to the best of his knowledge. “In the
period when | was conscious and in
control of my behavior, I did not pass
any secret information,” he said.
When drugged, he went on, “l don't
know what [ was doing or saying . . .
| was threatened.”

“IOn aIbustrmsjb to
taly, I was
abducted. I was forced
to take some drugs.%9
VITALY YURCHENKO

telligence, said after being briefed on
the matter by CIA Director William

. Yurchenko had been t-
ted to do "‘recreatlon-t EE! e
that he always wanted to do,” the
senator said, Eut he did not elabo-

rate.

"~ Senator Durenberger said that it
was precisely use Mr. Yurchen-
ko “wasn't being d ed ... he
wasn't held in chains” that he was
able to to the et Em ,

e _senator said that Mr. Yur-
chenko dlsaggg on Saturdaé af-
ter ng to s oqu or a 9C
dinner “with the an

at he

telephoned agency officials during
¢ weekend or yesterday to inform

them of his decision.

Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., vice
c elligence commit-
tee, said, “We have one of two
things. Either he’s trying to e up
a st back into the
ces of the le he's with, or he

graces of the people he's with, or he
was a double t all along.”

The State ‘Eparfme'nt an-
nounced Sept. 26 that he had defect-
ed in August in Rome. The depart-
ment said at the time that he was
the fifth-ranking man in the Soviet
intelligence agency, “spectfically re-
sponsible for the direction of KGB
intelligence operations in the U.S.
and Canada.”

Mr. Yurchenko was stationed in
Italy at the time. From 1975 to 1980,
it is believed that he served as a po-
litical officer at the Soviet Embassy

in Washington. ained

that information provided to the CIA
by Mr. Yumﬁenéo since his defec-
tion so far ha N _proved valid.
“All_the stories checked out.” the
senator said ——— L. O

Senator said.

In_particular, information be-
lieved to have been suppiled b Mr.
Yurchenko led fede n -

ward Howard, a former CIA empioy-
_ee suspect ving secret infor-
tion to the & ho h

mal hod as since

dsappeared. " =
nator Duren said that in-
forma_%on: § uEMe

ow. case ha n “valldated”
and that there was “no indIcation” of
false information.

At the news conference, Mr. Yur-
chenko said that the CIA offered him
81 million tax free. plus salary and
benefits worth another $180,000 a
year for life, in exchange for his co-
operation.

He said he was held at a “safe
house” on Virginia's Route 17 near

-Fredericksburg.

The Soviet said he met with Mr.
Casey once during the past three
months and that he was drugged at
the time. “Later | have only vague
recollections of the conversation, but
it was a general conversation of
vague policy {ssues regarding the
summit —— the things they usually
write about in the newspapers.”

According to Mr. Redman, of the
State Department, Mr. Yurchenko
signed a written request for asylum
and was granted it. Since his arrival
in the United States he “willingly co-
operated” with the CIA and the FB!
“In providing information about So-
viet intelligence activities throughout
the world and the organtzation of the
KGB."

Mr. Yurchenko, he added, had
the right to return to the Soviet
Union, but the Reagan administra-
tion would insist on meeting him in
person to satisfy itself that he was
making the choice freely.
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The unusually Speedy propag;-
da exploitation of the slnn]taxom
by the Soviets came as Secretas of
State George P. Shuitz was opeing
4 serles of meetings in Moscw In
freparation for the upcomingum-
mit between President Reaga and
Saviet leader Mikhay s, Gorbehev..
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« George Carver, a former CIA offi-
cial, said last night that he doubted
the initial defection was a ruse.
“Elaborate deceptions like that are a
lot easier to set up in Chapter 23 of a
spy novel than they are in the real
world . . . to my mind. the simpler
theory and more persuasive one was

co Senator Durenberger told news -that you had a man who genuinely
on‘erence that there wouldhe “an_-wanted to defect, then had second

mﬁeﬂ%’?m"‘
‘ "%L Yurciznko in

! by Mr,
Ltigerga s defection back o the So-

lnf;i the CIA had been “fd hony
dwhmdam.'uescﬁfm
mﬂ%
‘al egg thrower.”

. Senator Dureang“

thé United States d said th&;

ser.sitive information and in fact

that the €t could have “egg on
their faces™ because th ve up in-
formaton hat was suppled by M.
urchenko. The senator dismissed

Jhportance of any information

the im
Mr. Yurch

ply the Soviets debriefl '
(et Finioiues of the g, ebriefl ving Fve

eryonie knows how to do that.*

thoughts and changed his mind.”
Senator Durenberger said, ‘I

.Ex_mk the ncy s as surprised as
anfg eg.'

" “Casey gave me the impression
that the guy made the aajislon on

his own.,” Mr. Duren said.

, . However, the senator sald the

'agency was “not fully satisfled” that
%ﬁm-
ets was volun%, and the senator
‘said the CIA attempt to -
. miné_ wheétheér he has mental prob-
.lems or was genuinely seeKing to re-
‘turm lgme_ﬁ!&

Senator Duren said that re-
. gardless of the reasons for Mr. Yur-

.chenko’s return to the Soviets,”

“we've been gullible,” but if the CIA
-was “taken in . . . they've been taken
in by a pro.”
Washington correspondents Gil-
bert A. Lewthwaite and Robert
"Timberg contributed to this article.
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